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Saving Lives & the OMV
The Louisiana Organ & Tissue Donor Registry serves as the vital link between donors 

and recipients. Since 1993 (when the registry and the OMV were linked)  86% of people 
registering as organ donors in Louisiana have signed up at the Office of Motor Vehicles.

YOU and the OMV are a vital link to the organ and tissue donor registry.   Thousands of 
Americans are in critical need of an organ, tissue or cornea transplant in order to have a 
second chance of living a full life.  When you ask the question:

“Would you like to register to become an organ and tissue donor?” 

to each of your customers,  only then can we ensure that lives are saved.  

Organ donation is not a search for a cure, it is the cure!



Who are we?
Donate Life Louisiana (DLL) is a collaboration between the Louisiana Organ Procurement 
Agency and the Legacy Donor Foundation.  The mission of Donate Life Louisiana is to 
educate the citizens of Louisiana about organ and tissue donation, encourage them to 
register as organ and tissue donors, and foster family acceptance of the process. We envision 
a world with no loss of human life or function due to the lack of donor organs or tissues and a 
society that accepts and supports donation as natural and beneficial.

Legacy Donor Foundation (LDF) is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization which seeks 
corporate, private, and governmental funding to develop and support the educational 
programs of Donate Life Louisiana.  These programs include Youth Education, Minority 
Awareness Campaigns, Workplace Partnerships, and general and social awareness 
campaigns and programs.

Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency (LOPA) is the federally designated 
non-profit recovery agency for the state of Louisiana.  LOPA’s mission is to 
enhance and promote the recovery of organs and tissues for transplantation, 
to increase awareness through education and outreach, and to provide the 
vital services that support donor families.



The Critical Need

Why do we transplant?

To extend life, prevent complications of 
diseases (such as heart attacks, strokes, 
cancer, retinopathy, and neuropathy), and 
improve quality of life.

Every day 18 people die waiting for an organ.

Every 13 minutes another name is added to the national waiting list.

Today, there are over 102,000 people on the national waiting list.

Waiting List


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (as of July 2009)

Louisiana National

Kidney 1,630 80,149
Liver 133 15,829

Pancreas 17 1,513
Kidney/Pancreas 27 2,220

Heart 24 2,844
Lung - 1,915

Heart/Lung - 81
Intestine - 227

All Organs 1,813 102,371



The Problem
Only 2% of deaths can result in organ donation

Waiting List Removals

Nearly 9,000 patients die or are too sick to 

receive a transplant each year- more than 18 
people die each day waiting for a lifesaving 
transplant.

On average, in Louisiana more than 150 
patients die or are too sick to receive a 
transplant each year.


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (as of July 2009)
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Organs and 
Tissues That 
Can Be 
Transplanted

ORGANS

HEART- helps patients suffering from 
severe, life threatening heart failure

LUNGS- help patients suffering 
from emphysema, cystic fibrosis, or 
other life threatening lung disease

LIVER- helps patients suffering 
from severe hepatitis, cirrhosis or 
liver failure

KIDNEYS- help patients 
suffering from diabetes or high blood 
pressure (a transplant eliminates the 
need for dialysis)

PANCREAS- helps insulin dependent 
diabetic patients (a transplant eliminates the 
need for insulin injections and reduces the 
risk of losing sight)

INTESTINES- help patients suffering from 
Crohn’s disease and Short Gut Syndrome

TISSUES
CORNEAS- help patients suffering from 

blindness due to corneal damage or 
disease (sight is restored)

HEART VALVES- help patients 
requiring replacement of a malfunctioning 
heart valve (in most cases a donor valve 
is preferred over a mechanical valve)

SKIN- helps patients with severe 
burns (provides a temporary covering 
to decrease pain, infection, scarring, 
heat and fluid loss)

VEINS- help patients requiring coronary 
artery by-pass surgery (the donated veins are 
used to replace the patient’s blocked arteries)

TENDONS, LIGAMENTS & 
BONES- Tendons help patients requiring 

reconstructive joint surgery (used in treatment of 
sports injuries).
Bone helps patients requiring facial 
reconstruction, limb salvage, correction of birth 
defects, cancer treatment, spinal surgery, or oral 


 surgery.



How Many Lives Can Be Saved?
One organ donor can save the lives of up to 9 people, restore sight to 2 people, 
and enhance the lives of up to 50 more through tissue donation.

How Do I Register as a Donor?
As a registered donor, you are choosing to make a difference with your gift.  
Please talk to your family about your decision.  Once you have made the decision 
to become an organ, eye and tissue donor, it is important that you add your name 
to the registry. 

How do you record your wishes? 
Say YES! to organ donation when you get or renew your drivers license.

Go to the Louisiana Organ & Tissue Donor Registry Website- www.donatelifela.org  

Let your family and friends know about your wishes.  Only then can they 
support your decision to give the Gift of Life.

http://www.donatelifela.org
http://www.donatelifela.org


Who Receives an Organ? 
After an extensive evaluation at a transplant center, patients are placed on the 
list for transplantation.  When an organ becomes available, the organs are placed 
based on:

Urgency of need-  the very sickest rank at the top of the list

Time waiting- higher priority based on time on the transplant waiting list

Blood type- must be compatible

Size- height and/or weight must be compatible

Transplant Results
Transplantation has more than an 80% success rate and is NOT experimental.  

Organ donation is not a search for a cure- it is the cure!  



The Donation Process
Referrals to LOPA are made when the patient is ventilator 
dependent and approaching brain death. 

LOPA’s Family Advocate Staff speaks to the family in a 
private, quiet and comfortable area of the hospital to help 
them through the grieving process.

LOPA Coordinators remain in the hospital to facilitate the 
recovery process and provide support to the family.

LOPA’s Family Services Coordinators provide extensive 
aftercare for donor families.

LOPA’s Donor Family Services 

★Initial letter to donor family with general information about the recipient if known. 

★Phone call to the donor family and follow-up letter to ascertain the well-being of the family and provide 
emotional support and grief counseling.

★Provide information about donor and recipient communication.

What is an Organ Procurement 
Organization (OPO)? 

★ Coordinates activities relating to organ and tissue 
recovery in their area – including evaluating 
donors, informing the family of the opportunity to 
donate and arranging for the recovery of donated 
organs/tissues. 

★ Safeguards the organs and makes arrangements 
to have them sent to waiting transplant centers.

What is Brain Death?
★A condition of death occurring when swelling of 
the brain and pressure in the skull are increased 
enough to stop blood flow, which causes cellular 
death.  This results in complete and irreversible 
cessation of all brain activity.

★Brain death is a legal determination of death, 
there is no chance of recovery.

★Louisiana law requires one licensed physician to 
determine that a patient is brain dead.  An 
additional independent physician must confirm 
brain death to proceed with donation.



MILESTONES OF LOUISIANA 
TRANSPLANT HISTORY

1959
 
 First Louisiana kidney transplant

1970
 
 First Louisiana heart transplant 

1983
 
 First Louisiana liver transplant 
      

1986      
 Louisiana passes the Required Request Act, which requires that families of 

 
 patients meeting the medical criteria are offered the opportunity to donate 

 
 organs and tissues for transplantation

1986       
 The United Network of Organ Sharing (UNOS) begins managing the nation’s only 
national transplant waiting list

1988 

 LOPA becomes the state wide Organ Procurement Organization (OPO).

1990
 
 First Louisiana dual organ transplant – kidney/ pancreas 
              
 First Louisiana heart/lung transplant 

1991 

 First Louisiana double lung transplant 
    
 
 First Louisiana pancreas transplant 

1992 

 LOPA expands to include Tissue Banking

 
 First pediatric liver transplant 

1993 

 Youngest person in US to undergo a 

 
 double lung transplant 


 
 Louisiana Donor Registry began through 

 
 the Office of Motor Vehicles

1997      
 First split liver donation in Louisiana

2000      
 First living related liver donation 

2001     
 The oldest kidney recipient in US history 
(86 years old) transplanted  



Only the Facts 
Count

People choose not to donate their organs and tissue because they have formed 
beliefs based on myths or what the media has presented as truth.  There are a lot 
of myths about organ donation, but only the facts count.

Your decision to donate will not interfere with life-saving medical care.  Organ and tissue 
donation is only an option after all attempts have been made to save your life and death has been 
declared.

Donation does not prevent open casket funerals.  There is nothing that would prevent an open 
casket funeral or traditional viewing ceremony.  Organ donation does not interfere with funeral service, 
but may delay the service.

Anyone can potentially be a donor regardless of age, race, or medical history.  Cancer, 
heart disease, diabetes, poor eye sight or cataracts will not prevent you from being a donor.

There is NO cost to the donor or their family for organ, eye and tissue donation. Donation 
is a gift.  The family of the donor pays for the regular hospital charges not involved with the donation, 
and the donor’s funeral arrangements.

All major religions approve of organ, tissue and eye donation, and see it as an unselfish 
act of charity.

Joining the Donor Registry and carrying a donor card is not enough. Family discussion 
about donation is a critical part of the process. It is important to share your wishes about organ 
donation with your family members, only then can they support your decision about donation.

It is illegal to distribute organs based on wealth, citizenship or celebrity status.

It is illegal to buy or sell organs in the United States. 

Confidentiality of both donor and recipient families is protected. The donor family is 
informed of the outcome of their gift in a letter from LOPA’s Donor Family Services providing general 
information about the recipient(s).



Cultural and 
Religious 

Viewpoints
All major religions support donation.  The decision is considered a matter of individual 
choice.  In fact, many religions actively encourage donation as the ultimate gift to fellow 
human beings.

AMISH - The Amish consent to donation if they know it is for the health and welfare of the transplant recipient.  
They are reluctant to donate organs if the transplant outcome is known to be questionable.

BUDDHISM - Buddhists believe organ donation is a matter that should be left to an individual’s conscience.  
There is no written resolution on the issue; however, Rev. Gyomay Masao, president and founder of the Buddhist 
Temple of Chicago and practicing minister, says, “We honor those people who donate their bodies and organs to 
the advancement of medical science and to saving lives.”

CATHOLICISM  - Catholics view organ donation as an act of charity, fraternal love and self-sacrifice.  
Transplants are ethically and morally acceptable to the Vatican.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENCE - Christian Scientists do not take a specific position on transplants.  
Christian Scientists normally rely on spiritual, rather than medical means for healing.  The question of organ 
donation is left to the individual church member.

ISLAM - In 1983, the Muslim Religious Council initially rejected organ donation by followers of Islam, but it has 
reversed its position, provided donors consent in writing prior to their death.

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES  - According to the Watch Tower Society, the legal corporation for the religion, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses do not encourage organ donation, but believe it is a matter best left to an individual’s 
conscience.  All organs and tissues, however, must be completely drained of blood before transplantation.

JUDAISM  - Judaism teaches that saving a life takes precedence over maintaining the sanctity of the human 
body.  A direct transplant is preferred.  According to Moses Tendler, Ph.D., an orthodox rabbi, “If one is in a 
position to donate an organ to save another’s life, it’s obligatory to do so, even if the donor never knows who the 
beneficiary will be.”

MORMONS - The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints considers the decision to donate organs a 
personal one.  Jerry Cahill, director of Public Affairs for the Mormon Church, says, “Mormons must individually 
weigh the advantages and disadvantages of transplantation and choose the one that will bring them peace and 
comfort.  The Church does not interpose any objection to an individual decision in favor of organ and tissue 
donation.”

PROTESTANTISM  - Protestants encourage and endorse organ donation.  The Protestant faith respects an 
individual’s conscience and person’s right to make decisions regarding his or her own body.  Rev. James W. 
Rassbach of the Board of Communication Services, Missouri-Synod, says, “We accept and believe that our Lord 
Jesus Christ came to give life and to give it in abundance.” 



Minorities & 
Organ Donation

The health problems that affect minorities have changed in recent years due to 
changing lifestyles.  Today, diabetes, hypertension, heart disease, and alcohol 
and drug abuse threaten communities.  Sometimes these health problems are 
serious enough to require organ and tissue transplantation.

★Nearly half of the people on the national waiting list for organs are minorities.

★Only about 25% of donors are minorities.

★African-Americans, Asian-Pacific Islanders and Hispanics are three times more likely to 
suffer from kidney disease than Caucasians.

★Native Americans are four times more likely to suffer from diabetes than Caucasians.

★African-Americans suffer from hypertension four times more frequently than 
Caucasians.

★Successful kidney transplantation often is enhanced by the matching of organs between 
members of the same ethnic and racial group.

★A shortage of organs donated by minorities can contribute to higher death rates and 
longer waits for transplants for minorities.

★The five most common reasons minorities are reluctant to donate are lack of information 
about the issue, religious beliefs, distrust of the medical community, fear of premature death, 
and concern about racial disparity.



Louisiana Law

Anyone (even minors) can register as an organ donor.  
Even youth receiving their first permit or license can 

indicate their wishes.

Louisiana has a first-person consent registry.  

This allows citizens to make legally binding decisions to be organ donors.  
Family consent is required only for minors.  

This makes it especially important for you to discuss your wishes 
regarding donation with your family.

There are three revised statutes that address Louisianans’ rights to first person 
consent:

LA RS 17:2352 states that any individual who is competent to execute a will may give 
all or any part of his body

LA RS 17:2354 states the manner of executing anatomical gifts, which includes 
registration through the OMV

LA RS 17:2356 explains that no one other than the donee has the right to revoke the 
gift



VISIT THESE SITES
Learn more about donation and transplantation. 

www.organawareness.org (Legacy)

www.donatelifela.org

www.lopa.org (LOPA)

www.donatelife.net

www.unos.org (United Network for Organ Sharing)

http://www.organawarenss.org
http://www.organawarenss.org
http://www.donatelifela.org
http://www.donatelifela.org
http://www.lopa.org
http://www.lopa.org
http://www.donatelife.net
http://www.donatelife.net
http://www.unos.org
http://www.unos.org


a collaboration between

P.O. Box 15680, New Orleans, LA 70175

www.organawareness.org

all statistics cited provided by unos.org

http://www.organawareness.org
http://www.organawareness.org

